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Using the Web Soil Survey 

www://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/ 





Area of Interest (AOI) 

You Can Select How You Will Identify Your 
Area  of Interest 



 Zoom in to Locate Site, 
Zoom out, or Move 

Around Your AOI  



Or Use a Plat Book to Enter the State, Section, and 
Township Information To Go To A Specific Section 

Number and Click On the View Tab 





Outline Your Area o  
Interest by Using th  

AOI Tools 



Hold the Cursor Down and Drag to Outline  
Your Area of Interest 



Acres in Area of Interest 



Clicking on the “Soil Map” Tab Allows the 
User to View the Soil Types Within the Area 
of Interest, the Total Acres of Each Soil Type 
Within the Area of Interest and the Percent 
Each Soil Type Represents Within the AOI  

Click on the Map Unit Name to Read a 
Description of the Soil Type 



To Clear the Area of Interest 
Click on the “Clear AOI” Tab 







Click on the AOI symbol to 
outline the field.  Click at a 

corner and then click around the 
border of the field.  Double click 

when the outline is complete 





If the AOI Does Not Cover the Area You Want to 
Identify, Click the “Clear AOI” tab and Outline the 

Field Again.  Use the + and -  Lens and Hand 
Sympol to Help Identify the Correct Field Boundary 



Click on “Map Unit Name” for soil 
information 



The report generates information 
on the soil type selected 



Clicking on the “Soil Data Explorer” will add a second row 
of tabs.   

The “Intro to Soils” tab has several categories .  
Only one “button” can be  activated .  Checking 
a category heading will highlight the entire list 

of subjects.  Or, only one subject can be 
selected.  



“The Suitabilities and Limitations for Use” tab is 
mostly for non-agricultural uses.    



The “Soil Properties and 
Qualities” tab displays crop field 

soil information 





Wind Erosion ranking index 
starts at a low of 56 and ends 

at a high of 310. 









Centimeter =0.3937 inches 











Click on “View Soil Report” 







Fill in custom information to 
fit your needs 



Page 1 of report 



Page 2 of report 



Page 3 of report 























Web Soil Survey 
 http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/ 
  
Start Web Soil Survey 
 State – County or PLSS (Section, Township, Range) 
  Soil Map Tab  
    
  
Click  + or – to zoom in or out 
Click the hand symbol to move around 
Click AOI to outline field. 
  
See Web Soil Survey PowerPoint presentation on the Huron 
Conservation website at; 
www.huroncd.org   
Or on the Michigan Water Stewardship website under 
“Cropping System” at; 
www.mwsp.msu.edu/mwsp/cropping_systems 
  
Contact Tom Hanselman at the Huron Conservation office at; 
 1460  S. Van Dyke, Bad Axe, Michigan 48413 
Phone; (989) 269-9540 ext 3 
Email; tom.hanselman@mi.nacdnet.net 
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